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* Thoreau House — This old-fashioned cabin that's a replica of the
writer's house, is the only treehouse on the ground, has children's
books.

« Tree Hugger — This simplistic building sits on the border of forest
and meadow.

« Tulip Tree House — Coming this summer, if the rain ever lets up long
enough to get it built

Other structures in the whimsical styles of the treehouses are
scattered around the arboretum. They include a gobiin's shack, built
crookedly; three chairs sized for Goldilocks' bears; a stream-side troll
tollbooth; a locked door that leads to a mysterious under-the-hill
residence; the gnome depot, where natural building supplies inspire
kids' creativity, and gnome and fairy villages.

Aduts enjoy the treehouses, too.

Paul Papaneck, of Media, said he liked the naturalistic style of the
Strummin’ and Drummin’ house, while his wife, Kristin, favors how it
sparks the magic of imagination.

“We're here for the beauty of the creations,” said Steven Alexander, of
Stanton, Del., out with his wife, Jackie.

“We love this play,” Steven Egri, of Aston, said for his wife, Eleanor,
and son Steve. “We run around and have fun "

IF YOU GO

WHAT: The annual Tree House Festival, includes tree climbing with
Scott Lussier of Oakwood Tree Care Professionals, themed crafts
and games, demonstrations and displays by the Wiliam Rush
Woodcarvers Club, the Baywings show of hawks and falcons and
information from Tri-State Bird Rescue & Research.
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WHERE: Tyler Arboretum, 515 Painter & Road, Media, Pa
WHEN: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday; Otherwise open 9 a.m.-5 p.m
Monday-Friday and 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Sundays through October.
ADMISSION: 59; $8 ages 65 and older; $5 ages 3-15.
INFORMATION: 610) 566-0134; www.tylerarboretum.org
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Crossroads: Tyler Arboretum's treehouses bridge the imagination
and nature

Arboretum's elaborate treehouses inspire imaginative ways to enjoy the outdoors
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Ken Mammmarelia M EDIA, PA. — “Any enemies coming?” Billy Korn, of Salisbury

Soeayte The tlews Township, Pa., asked as he peered through a slit-shaped window of
Fort Tyler, the newest ree house at Tyler Arboretum

FILED UNDER

- None could be seenthrough the trees. In fact, not much couid be seen

Longwood Gardens besides trees. What could be heard — birds chirping, children
laughing — sounded like friendly fun e, instead

And funiis called for when exploring Tyler's collection of treehouses,
which were introduced in 2008 and now number 10, with an 11th due
this summer. They will be shown off at an annual festival Saturday.

The treehouses stretch the definition of the word by not always being
setin living trees and not always looking like houses &. Roof and
windows? Maybe not. Boards left free-form,
with bark attached? Often. Walls with curves
and weird angles? Yup. End resutt sparking
the imagination? Definitely.

“I'm flying. Do not eat me,” said Taye Byun, of
Davis, Calif, pretending to be a bird as he
played in and near the Cape May Bird House.

“This is a gnome’s battle sword,” said Erica
[ e—— Bl Hoann of Prices Comner, Del. as she as
examined something that could have been
created by mythical creatures but, considering

‘Tyler Arboretum provides children like Zach Giordano,
2,a stage for some creative fun. / KYLE the quantity scattered on the ground near the

GRANTHANITHE NEWS JOURNAL Bell House, was more likely part of seedpods.
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IF YOU GO

WHAT: The annual Tree House I Festival, includes
tree climbing with Scott Lussier of Oakwood Tree Care
Professionals, themed crafts and games,
Gemonstrations and displays by the William Rush
Woodcarvers Club, the Baywings show of hawks and
falcons and information from Tri-State Bird Rescue &
Research.

WHERE: Tyler Arboretum, 515 Painter Road, Media, Pa.
WHEN: 10 3.m-2 pm. Sunday; Otherwise open 9
am.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday and 9 am -6 p.m. Sundays
through October.

ADMISSION: 59; 58 ages 65 and older; $5 ages 3-15.
INFORMATION: 610) 566-9134;

www tlerarboretum.org.

Related Links
Not Your Fathers Treshouse

Skylar Finney and Haley Barret, friends from
Westtown, giggled last month during the Fairy
Festival, as they scampered through Backyard
Memories, which fitinto its sylvan setting with
plants on the roof and a tiny tower.

The arboretum hopes the treehouses connect
people to nature, spur fun memories and
encourage creative play, according to Tyler
representative Laura McPhail. In addition to
the treehouses, the arboretum also includes
plant collections, heritage and champion trees,
historic buildings and 17 miles of hiking trails
through woodlands, wetlands and meadows.

The public garden became interested in the
structures during a national upswing of
interest, sparked by a successful exhibitin
Dallas. As Tyler was building its structures,
Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square

installed $3 milion treehouses, installed with state-of-the art siting and
construction & techniques, such as one designed to avoid compacting

the earth, for example.
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Longwood Gardens

At Tyler, McPhail said most of the structures were sponsored or
donated, and the arboretum only spends about a $1,000 a year on
maintenance. No more are planned, but you never know when
someone will be nspired & to build another, she said.

Among the houses are:

+ Backyard Memories — A quaint house, with a green e roof and
lookout (unfortunately, no longer accessible) sized for kids and elves.

« Bell House — Cords allow visitors to ring bells, and chimes hung in
the tulip tree are powered by the wind.

« Cape May Birdhouse — The colors and styling recall the South
Jersey resort, and the design promotes several dozen nearby
biuebird nest boxes.

« Fort Tyler — A classic fort buiit into a hillside. It opened in May.

« Imagination Station — A tunnel leads to a small amphitheater for
impromptu performances.

« Outlook — The leaf-shaped floor is translucent in this organic,
architecturally modern tree house.

« Storybook Houses — Three tiny houses on a platform, and pictures of
the Lorax and Winnie the Pooh suggest who lives there. Also called
Orientation Station for the location near the entrance.

« Strummin’ and Drummin’ - Visitors walk inside linked houses
shaped like a guitar and a drum, and they are encouraged to make
music with Boomwhackers




