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Tyler Arboretum Selects Local Artisans for Upcoming Tree House Exhibit 
 
MEDIA, PA – Tyler Arboretum has selected 16 designs for Totally Terrific Treehouses: Where Imagination 

Goes Out on a Limb. The resulting exhibition will be an eclectic woodland wonderland unified by intense 

creativity and admiration for trees. One-of-a-kind tree houses designed and built by Delaware Valley architects 

and artisans will be on display May 31-September 28 at the 650-acre arboretum in Media, PA. From the 

elegantly simple to the fantastically elaborate, each house is designed to inspire wonder and appreciation for 

trees in visitors of all ages.  

 

Sampling of exhibitors 

The tree house designers represent a wide cross section of arts and crafts from Philadelphia and nearby 

communities. Students and professionals from the fields of architecture, carpentry, landscape design, and 

landscape architecture will be working alongside potters, metalworkers, artists and furniture makers. Some tree 

houses are designed and built by one person, while others are created by teams of professionals or impromptu 

partnerships of neighbors and friends. 

 

The resulting designs are equally diverse. Tyler’s Tree Home builds a sculptural metal house for a tree and the 

animals that live there. Cords hanging through the roof of the Bell House invite visitors to make the bells chime. 

A pink elephant tiptoes along a tulip tree branch in Scared Silly. Elevated boardwalks in The Birch House take 

visitors on a journey through a tree’s life cycle, while a staircase enclosed with bark-like shingles leads to a 

breathtaking Sky View through the silvery branches of an American beech. 

 

Selection standards and construction process 

A panel of local design and horticulture professionals reviewed proposals, models, and sketches submitted by 

30 would-be tree house builders. Designs were selected based on creativity, interactive qualities, and 

construction logistics. The winning proposals were required to safeguard the health of the trees and respect the  
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natural environment. Participants are currently refining their designs, preparing construction plans, and 

fabricating elements. Each house will be built on site beginning in early May. The tree houses will be generally 

accessible to visitors; some are at or near ground level while others are up in the trees. Locations were chosen to 

take advantage of scenic settings throughout the Arboretum’s woodlands and meadows. 

 

More tree houses at Longwood Gardens 

Tree houses can also be found at Longwood Gardens during their display of Nature’s Castles, April 25-Labor 

Day. Three elaborate tree houses designed exclusively for Longwood offer new views of the horticultural 

showplace near Kennett Square, PA. For information call 610-388-1000 or visit www.longwoodgardens.org. 

 

Tyler Arboretum 

One of the oldest American arboreta, Tyler encompasses 650 acres of history, plants, and champion trees. 

Twenty miles of hiking trails ramble through woodlands, wetlands, and meadows that form a National Audubon 

Society Important Bird Area. Education programs help further the Arboretum’s mission to preserve, develop, 

and share its diverse horticultural, historic, and natural site resources in order to stimulate an understanding of 

the living world. 

 

Tyler Arboretum is located at 515 Painter Road near Media, PA. Admission is $7 for adults, $6 for seniors 

(65+), $4 for children (3-15), and free under age 3. The Arboretum is open daily 9 am-5 pm with extended 

weekend hours during the exhibit: May 31-August 3, 9 am-8 pm; August 4-September 7, 9 am-6 pm; September 

8-28, 9 am-6 pm. For more information, call 610-566-9134 or visit www.tylerarboretum.org . 

 

Totally Terrific Treehouses: Where Imagination Goes Out on a Limb is supported by NBC-10, Allan A. 

Meyers, Inc., John Colburn, Mars Drinks North America, Valpak, Pine Street Carpenters, and William Schmidt 

& Sons.  
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